
 
 
October 2, 2012 

 

 

Chief Kevin Raney 

Garden Grove Police Department 

11301 Acacia 

Garden Grove, CA 92804 

 

Re:   Officer Involved Shooting on January 26, 2011 

        Fatal Incident involving Joao Kerubin Palma 

        District Attorney Investigations Case # 11-005 

           Garden Grove Police Department DR # 11-01276 

           Orange County Crime Laboratory FR # 11-41261 
 

Dear Chief Raney, 

 

Please accept this letter detailing the Orange County District Attorney’s (OCDA) Office’s investigation and legal conclusion 

in connection with the above-listed incident involving on-duty Garden Grove Police Department (GGPD) Officer Bryan 

Devor, in which Joao Kerubin Palma, 16, of Garden Grove, died as a result of his injuries.  The incident occurred in the 

City of Garden Grove on Jan. 26, 2011.  
 
OVERVIEW 

This letter contains a description of the scope of and the legal conclusions resulting from the OCDA’s investigation of the 

Jan. 26, 2011 fatal officer-involved shooting of Palma. The letter includes an overview of the OCDA’s investigative 

methodology and procedures employed, as well as a description of the relevant evidence examined, witnesses 

interviewed, factual findings, and legal principles applied in analyzing the incident and determining whether there was 

criminal culpability on the part of the GGPD officers involved in the shooting. The format of this document was developed 

by the OCDA, at the request of many Orange County police agencies, to foster greater accountability and transparency in 

law enforcement.     

   

On Jan. 26, 2011, OCDA Special Assignments Unit (OCDASAU) Investigators responded to this incident. During the 

course of this investigation, OCDA Investigators conducted 32 interviews and reviewed the following: GGPD reports, 

GGPD police radio traffic, in-car video from Garden Grove Police patrol vehicles, Garden Grove Fire Department (GGFD) 

reports, Orange County Crime Laboratory (OCCL) reports, autopsy reports, incident scene photographs and other relevant 

reports and materials. 

 

The OCDA conducted an independent and thorough investigation of the facts and circumstances of this event and 

impartially reviewed all evidence and legal standards available.  The scope and findings of this review are expressly 

limited to determining whether any criminal conduct occurred on the part of GGPD officers, specifically Officer Devor.  The 

OCDA will not be addressing policy, training, tactics, or civil liability. 
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